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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 MEXICO 08740 252230Z 
ACTION ARA-14 

INFO OCT-OI ISO-00 COME-00 EB-08 OES-07 CIAE-00 
DODE-00 INR-IO NSAE-00 PA-02 ICA-20 SP-02 INT-05 
DLOS-09 /078 W 

1I876I 2608I3Z/I0 

R 252225Z MAY 78 
FM AMEMBASSY MEXICO 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 0466 
INFO NMFS ST PETERSBURG FLA 

UNCLAS MEXICO 08740 


PASS OIF/NMES/NOAA/DOC 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EFIS, MX 

SUBJECT: PATROL VESSELS FOR MEXICAN NAVY 

RECENT NEWS CAST NOTED PRESIDENT LOPEZ PORTILLO WILL 
INSPECT PATROL VESSEL UNDER CONSTRUCTION AT NATIONAL 
SHIPYARD IN SAUNA CRUZ PACIFIC COAST. VISIT OF PRESIDENT 
COINCIDES WITH NAVY DAY CELEBRATION. PATROL VESSEL TO 
COST 180 THOUSAND US, WILL BE SHALLOW DRAFT FOR COASTAL 
WORK, MAXIMUM SPEED 22 KNOTS, WITH 2 EA 1500 HP ENGINES, 

AND RADIUS OPERATION 1000 MILES. VESSEL TO BE ARMED WITH 
20 MILLIMETER MACHINE GUNS. DESIGN OE VESSEL CALLED 
OLMECA MODEL OF WHICH 20 ARE PLANNED EOR CONSTRUCTION. 

RFA WAS INFORMED OLMECA MODEL WAS SIMILAR TO US PT BOATS 
OF WORLD WAR II VINTAGE. HOWEVER, OLMECA MUST BE LARGER 
IF ONLY 22 KNOTS CAN BE ATTAINED. LUCEY 
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